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“When (purposeful) people see 
a lot of work ahead of them, 
they don’t necessarily think it is 
going to be overwhelming or 
daunting. Instead, they may be 
motivated to think ‘I’m still 
going to try to climb this.’ 
For them, higher and steeper 
doesn’t mean harder”

ATTENUATING THE LINK BETWEEN 
PERCEPTION OF EFFORT AND (REALITY)





1. Is this the most ambitious plan you could 
come up with?

2. What would you propose if you had unlimited 
resources?



We believe that Stripe will be far better in the 
future than it is today. 

When considering ideas, we think “how might it 
work?” is more interesting than “why will it fail?”

And we think that ambitious, energetic, and 
deliberate efforts directed towards progress are 
surprisingly effective in improving the state of the 
world around us.
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